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EDITORIAL 


Reactionary? 


Some of those who call themselves liberals in our 
denomination at times refer to the Bible-believing 
Christians in the Southern Presbyterian Church, 
who are defending our Church's great doctrines 
from attack, as being “reactionary.” 


These self-termed liberals, whose observations are 
quite frequently more brilliantine than brilliant, are 
more often inaccurate than accurate in choosing 
words to describe those with whom they differ on 
doctrinal matters. 

* * * * * * * * * 


But, in a certain sense or meaning of that word 
“reactionary,” those of us who are opposed to the 
Modernists’ efforts to “water-down” the creed of 
our denomination can truthfully be reterred to as 
being reactionary. 

A reactionary is one who reacts. 


An honest man reacts to dishonesty. A pure wo- 
man reacts to impurity, A prudent man reacts to 
danger. 


The Government of the United States has re- 
cently been reacting strongly to Communist infiltra- 
tion in this country; and, as a result, J. Edgar 
Hoover and the FBI have been rooting up Com- 
munists wherever they can be found in the United 
States. 


And, at the present time, the United Nations is 
aggressively reacting to the Communist-inspired in- 
vasion of Southern Korea. Under the command of 
that splendid, broad-visioned military leader, Gen- 
eral Douglas MacArthur, many of our American 
soldiers are fighting to their death in reaction against 
the Communist effort to dominate Korea. 


A true, born-again Christian, if he is really truly 
worth his salt, will react immediately and aggres- 
sively to heresy and apostasy wherever they are 
found and in whatever guise. 

And if he is a true Southern Presbyterian, he will 
react aggressively to any attempt within his denom- 
ination to break down the doctrinal standards of 
the Holy Bible as they are clearly outlined in the 
Westminster standards. 

If some of the so-called liberals in our denomi- 
nation refer to us as “reactionary” because we are 
reacting to their attempts, in various guises and at 
sundry times, to make of the creed of our Church 
“a thing of threads and patches,” then they are cor- 
rect in applying the term “reactionary” to us. 


We shall continue in the future, as in the past, 
to react to unbelief and to unsound doctrine wher- 
ever and whenever we find them within our 
Church. And we invite all true Christians who are 
loyal to the Lord to join us In reacting to and op- 
posing vigorously the attacks which are now being 
made from within our Church against the great 
Christian doctrines upon which the foundations of 
our denomination rest. —C.W.A. 


The Embers Are Glowing 
More Brightly! 


The foundations of complacency are being shaken. 
God grant that they may be completly wrecked and 
that there may be born in the hearts of men an 
anxious attitude towards sin, God and the future 
lite. 

One of the most encouraging attitudes encoun- 
tered at MIontreat this summer—and no doubt it is 
true elsewhere—has been the earnest desire of peo- 
ple tor a positive message from the Bible itself. 

Recognizing the importance of various programs 
in the Church, there seems to be an increasing re- 
turn to recognition of the necessity of salvation 
itself as the very foundation upon which alone can 
be built a Christian life. 

It seems incredible that the one thing, without 
which all else is meaningless, should have been 
taken as a matter of course; and vet it has. Pre- 
supposition of a true Christian experience on the 
part of voung people, and adults too, has rendered 
too many well planned programs of little value. 
“Christ died for our sins according to the scrip- 
tures,” must be accepted before one sallies forth to 
serve Him. 

But, the hunger of hearts for this positive mes- 
sage on sin and salvation, and an acceptance of that 
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message as vital to Christian experience, is increas- 
ingly in evidence. 

We believe pravers for revival are being answer- 
ed. We believe the fires of God's Holy Spirit are 
burning with increasing brightness in these dark and 
uncertain days. 


—L.N.B. 


Brethren, keep praying! 


Cheap At Any Price 


The most dificult step a Christian can take is to 
completely surrender his lite to Jesus Christ. There 
wells up within a feeling of uncertainty, even fear; 
a feeling that once we have committed ourselves 
entirely to His leadership He will in some way take 
advantage of us. 


Actually, such commitment to Him brings with 
it the most glorious sense of freedom and relief. 
Lite takes on a joy never known before. Daily tasks 
and unexpected incidents now have a meaning and 
a direction. God has a plan tor us and we are will- 
ing to tollow His way. 

David was speaking of this when he said: “Thou 
wilt show me the path of life; in thy presence is 
fullness of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures 
for evermore.” 

Such an experience is cheap at any price. 


—L.N.B. 
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To Study Hebrew Or Not— 
That’s The Question 


A father brought his son to a certain college and 
said to the president: “I want you to give my son a 
sort of smattering education.” The president ex- 
plained that he was “not in the smattering busi- 
ness.” Yet there are some who want it, and some 
who get it and get along very well with it. A stu- 
dent in college said to me: “One does not need 
more than four or five hours’ sleep—Stonewall 
Jackson didn’t take any more.” | didn’t class myself 
with that great man. Moody didn’t need or have 
Hebrew. I didn’t put myself in his class, either. 
There are not so many extraordinary men. 


I didn’t+start out to get a ministerial education 
until | was 23 years old. It was discouraging. I was 
under very high pressure. All the education I had 
was nine years in the printing office and a few 
months’ coaching by my pastor in Greek and Latin. 
| faced the whole college course with fear and 
trembling. I didn’t see how I could make it. And so 
I cut out a lot of things in order to get through in 
three years. | mutilated the whole ministerial course. 
But at the end of the first year I saw the fatal mis- 
take and dared to try for the whole program. 


That which was thought to be optional became 
necessary. For me, at least, a “smattering’’ would 
have made me a mental cripple. I needed everything 
| could get. Hebrew opened up to me a new and 
wonderful sector of knowledge, second only to 
Cjreek, Had I left it out, that sector would have 
remained a vacuum which all the psychologists could 
not have remedied. I had fresh thoughts as its 
rugged vocabulary opened up its treasures. Any 
study enlarges the mind to take in that which is 
beyond its boundaries. 


Mathematics makes the mind accurate and 
elastic. Beyond this, | had a deep, spiritual sense 
that | was studying very close to the first uttered 
inspiration. Ihe language seemed to take me into 
holy ground where God was speaking. And so | 
was given new thoughts which enlightened my mind 
so I could learn other things, and it gave something 
indescribably beneficial to my needy spirit. I thank 
(sod that I was not left to ithe optional. I have not 
done much with the Hebrew and Greek, but by 
those studies | was given some great thoughts which 
God has wrapped up in those languages. 


What would be substituted? We are substituting 
all sorts of utilities, higher education, intellectualism, 
propriety, ritual and form. Each of these has its 
place of honor. But Pentecost is the only substitute 
for learning—and it has in it the power our Church 
needs. We should discard nothing which is a chan- 
nel of blessing. The soul needs everything which 
bears the sanction of God. “Earth is cram red with 
heaven, and every bush aflame with God.” Common 
things bear God’s message. God used Hebrew. Shall 
we discard it? —C.1.C, 
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Chips Off The 
Old Block 


Rube Goldberg recently produced a cartoon en- 
titled, ‘“Great Upside-down Philosopher,” published 
by King Features Syndicate, Inc. 


This is a picture of Josef Stalin, upside-down, 
holding a scroll. On turning this one reads on the 
scroll the following: 


As we have stated before, Communism is a dia- 
bolically inspired ideology, running counter to every 
Christian belief and practice. Mr. Malik’s speeches 
before the Security Council have consistently shown 
the truth of Rube Goldberg’s cartoon. 


Jesus said: “Ye are of your father the devil, and 
the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a mur- 
derer from the beginning, and abode not in the 
truth, because there is no truth in him. When he 
speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he ts a 
liar, and father of it.” 


We detest that which we see in a system so com- 
pletely devoted to deceit and distortion. But, men 
of every nation, no matter how cultured and decent 
they might be, are also children of the evil.one, 
until through the new birth they come into a saving 
relationship with Jesus Christ. 

As we resist Communism let us also search our 


hearts and accept the Savior, the One who alone 
can make us different in God’s sight. —L.N.B. 


Top is bottom, 
Black is white, 
Far is near, 
And day is night. 


Big is little, 
High is low, 
Cold is hot, 


And yes is no. 


The Sunday Morning 


“Every few years a new slogan is caught up and 
worked to death, especially by those ministers who 
have lost faith in the power of the simple Gospel 
message. No Utopia is going to be brought about by 
any minister loudly proclaiming his opinion of cer- 
tain prevalent social and political philosophies. We 
just as well realize that we live in a world the vast 
majority of whose inhabitants have an entirely dif- 
ferent idea of life from ours. It is a useless thing to 
try to make un-Christian people act as Christians. 
We cannot have Christian Governments and Chris- 
tian Institutions unless we have Christian PEOPLE. 
Why not give ourselves to the task of CHANGING 
PEOPLE? That is the Church’s mission. The rest - 
will follow.” 


Henry H, Halley, in the 
Bible Pocket Handbook. 
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Closed—In Despair 


A disconcertingly large number of Presbyterian 
churches are closed on Sunday night while places of 
worldly amusement are doing a thriving business. 


No greater evidence of the need for revival can 
be found. The Bible, with all of its wonderful 
stories and with the glorious message of redemption 
from sin through the Lord Jesus Christ, is a store- 
house from which every minister of the Gospel can 
draw and never exhaust its treasures. 


The natural mind and heart will preter Jack 
Benny and Amos and Andy and other entertainers 
of radio and screen. The Church of Jesus Christ 
offers the most wonderful thing in this world—the 
love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and without 
which the world is lost. 


Far better an open church, with only the preacher 
and the sexton present, than one closed and dark, a 
mute testimony to the triumph of secularism and 
worldliness. An open church, even if empty, bears 
witness to the fact that man needs and must have 


(sod and His Christ. 


But, we do not believe an empty church ts a ne- 
cessity. The fire of God’s Holy Spirit, the wonders 
of His Word, plus some human energy, imagination 
and common sense can bring Christians to church 
on Sunday night and also bring lost sinners in to 
hear the greatest story ever told. 


In fact, when one sees a closed Presbyterian 
Church, one is forced to ask: Has the Devil tri- 
umphed ? The Baptist churches are open and often 
crowded Sunday night. Do the Baptists have a bet- 
ter Bible than we have? Do the Baptists have a 
more attractive Gospel than we have? Do the Bap- 
tists have better educated ministers than we have? 


Little wonder that the Southern Baptist Conven- 
tion is going places. They are working in season and 
out of season and they are preaching the Gospel. An 
overly aggressive denominational spirit on their part 
may irk us sometimes. But, are we doing as good a 
job in going out and preaching to the lost and in 
keeping Christians on their toes as they are? If their 
zeal should provoke us to a godly jealousy and 
awaken us from the lethargy which perm#ts churches 
to close on Sunday night, then thank God for their 
example! 


If the man from Mars should visit many of our 
cities on Sunday night and see Presbyterian churches 
closed would he say: “Is God dead?” “Is the Church 
dead?” “Are the ministers of the Gospel dead?” 
‘Are Christians dead ?”’ 


We know that those out of Christ are dead spir- 
itually and lost for eternity. Are our churches to 
keep open for repairs—the repairing of lost souls— 
or are they to be closed for despair—the despair of 


the Lord of Glory? —L.N.B. 


Lost—One Isaiah 


In the spring of 1947 a number of scrolls were 
tound in jars in a cave near the northwestern engl 


ot the Dead Sea. Written in ancient Hebrew on 
voats’ skins these were remarkably preserved. 


Including ancient Hebrew hymns, as well as some 
other writings, the most important thing of all was 
two copies of the prophecy of Isaiah, not fragments 
but the complete text. These have been examined by 
numerous experts, photographed, and where the 
writing was dimmed or blurred by age the photo- 
yraphing was done by the infra-red process, bringing 
ous clearly the writing. 


‘These scrolls have now been dated at about 200 
B.C., the oldest texts now known to be in existence. 
In fact this is considered the greatest discovery ot 
manuscripts in generations, being approximately one 
thousand years older than any others available. 


Recently Professor E. L. Sukenik, head of the 
Department of Palestinian Archwology of the He- 
brew University in Jerusalem, was asked whether 
there is any indication in these manuscripts that 
they were written by two different men. He replied 
that there was absolutely no evidence that it had 
been written by more than one author. 


Higher criticism, believing neither in prophecy nor 
the supernatural, has made of God’s Word a jigsaw 
puzzle of inaccuracies and pious frauds, Those who 
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have continued to believe in the plenary inspiration 
of the Scriptures will continue to go on in faith. 
The inaccuracies and frauds (not so pious), of the 
higher critical school will gradually be laid bare for 
all to see and the “assured tindings” of these scholars 
will lose a good deal of their assurance. 


Lost, one Isaiah. —i,.N.B. 


Wishful Thinking 
Can Be Dangerous 


The State Department and the Secretary for 
Defense are coming in for a considerable anount of 
criticism. On the one hand, because of diplomatic 
policies which have miscarried, and on the other 
because of inadequate defense preparations, despite 
billions spent for that purpose. 


We think this responsibility lies directly with the 
American people. We closed our eves to the char- 
acter and the ability of the enemy we are now un- 
willingly forced to face. We sabotaged our own 
military machine, beginning with V-J Day, throw- 
ing away billions of dollars worth of valuable 
equipment and demobilizing our armed forces while 
Russia continued to arm. Through self-imposed ig- 
norance and desire for personal pleasure and co - 
fort we have shut our eves to the realities of the 
world in which we now live. 


The mistakes of those who have represented us in 
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Washington are the combined result of the dis- 
astrous apathy of a people unwilling to face the un- 
welcome truth that our enemy is organized and ex- 
panding for but one thing—complete world domi- 
nation. A change in leadership is indicated, but 
such a change must come from a change in attitude 
on the part of the people themselves. 


What about the Church? 


Recently a Presbytery licensed a young preacher 
who stated in his examination that he did not be- 
leve in a personal devil. Naturally he would not 
believe in hell either. How can one do battle suc- 
cessfully when even the existence of the enemy is 
denied? 


But, this incident is but a symptom of a deep and 
widespread infiltration of the Church with a virus 
far more deadly than Communism. This disease is 
denial of or indifference to the Bible itself. 


Obviously Satan’s strategy would be to discredit 
the one weapon he fears above all others—the Sword 
of the Spirit, which is the Word of God. If he can 
vet those who are supposed to lead the fight against 
him to believe the sword they carry is a defective 
weapon, he has accomplished much. If he can get 
Christians to distrust the Scriptures it is but a mat- 
ter of time and further development until they turn 
to other means of fighting him. Then man is de- 
teated and Satan triumphs. 


Just as Moscow has its fifth-columnists in every 
country to sabotage any steps directed against com- 
munistic plans for world domination, just so Satan 
seeks through every avenue and every agency pos- 
sible to plant distrust in his mortal enemy, the 
Sword of the Spirit. 


That good people should question the above state- 
ment ts just as dificult to understand as the fact 
that good people have hesitated to believe the over- 
all plan of world Communism. 


It is not enough to say that denials of God's 
Word have occurred down through history. It i; 
not enough to say that God’s truth will take care 
of itself. Denials have taken place and truth has 
also triumphed; but, it is also true that in every 
veneration there have been those who have taken 
the opprobrium of standing firm for the entire 
truth ulness and trustworthiness of God's Word, 
inaking in each succeeding generation a rallving- 
sround for evangelical faith, Where no stand has 
been eftectively taken, spiritual, ecclesiastical and 
national decay has inevitably followed. The na- 
tinal disintegration of Germany began when sop r- 
‘ual atrophy had taken place and this started with 
Wellhausen, Graf and the other destructive critics. 
When one sees today those who espouse this same 
destructive critical attitude to the Bible, one 
trembles tor the harm they are doing and will do to 
our spiritual life, our church life and the verv life 
of our nation itself. 


hose who warned against communistie agyres- 
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sion and who sought adequate preparation on the 
one hand and forthright dealing with traitors within 
the nation on the other, were discredited for a long 
time. Today they are proven to be right. 


‘Those who now warn against the canker of un- 
belief which is being taught in the name of Chris- 
tianity, are also in an unpopular corner. But, as 
sure as night follows day, just so surely the fruits 
of such teaching will become increasingly evident. 
In the meantime untold damage is being done. 


It is pleasant to think all is well. It is wiser to 
stop wishful thinking and face the facts. 
—L.N.B.. 


Four Young Men... 


“No greater joy than to hear that my children 
walk in the truth.” 


These words of John the elder come to mind as 
one reads the following account of three of our 
students written by an elder in one of our stronger 
churches: 


‘As Chairman of the Pulpit Supply Committee I 
discussed with our Pastor the matter of filling our 
pulpit during August with four young men from 
our Church who are now preparing for the ministry 
or have just entered the ministry. We decided on 
the plan. The first Sunday 4 filled the pulpit, the 
second B, this past Sunday C, and this coming 
Sunday D. 4. B, C all did beautiful jobs. These 
three young men each have all the poise, the com- 
mand of language, the clearness of thought, earnest- 
ness and conviction that could be desired. 


‘Another thing that has tremendously impressed 
me has been that they have chosen a subject dealing 
with Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior and that 
thev have preached with a conviction that has done 
my heart good and I know would have pleased you. 
‘There has been no equivocation on their part in 
proclaiming Him as our Savior. 4 preached.on the 
subject, ‘When We Begin to See,’ and used as his 
text, ‘Behold the Lamb of God,’ B used as his 
subject, ‘The Activity of God in Christ.’ C used as 
his subject, ‘Christ and Him Crucified,’ using as his 
text, ‘| determined to know nothing among you 
except Christ and Him Crucified.’ 


“We have made much of having these tour voung 
men of our own Church fill our pulpit and instead 
of having small congregations during the month of 
August, which is generally the case, our congrega- 
tions have increased. We have had splendid crowds 
each Sunday. | think the whole experience has 
helped our Church and given our congregation a 
feeling of deep gratitude and deep humility.” 


—Wnm.C.R. 


Recommend The Journal During 
Church Paper Week 
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Letters To The Editor 


Dear Sirs: 


I shall be delighted to have ... sample bundle of 
Journals mailed to me for distribution. This will be 
an awfully good help to me in the field where I 
shall resume my work. 


Good literature, as you well know, counteracts 
the bad. Also it is so informative to the people to 
know just what we believe and who we are. One 
man where I worked (after I had left all kinds of 
Presbyterian literature at his door, as I could not 
yet in the home), recently said: 


“Il am a great reader and find that you people are 
a great and educated people and | would like to go 
to your church sometime. | am 70 years of age and 


am not a Christian and have never belonged to the 
church.” 


This man’s wife was a heart patient ... the rea- 
son no visitor was allowed into the house. However, 
to make the story shorter, | went by and sat with 
his wife and let him attend the church service and 
at the very first service he joined the church. It was 
the good literature that gave him a desire to know 
more of Christ. 

Sincerely, 


Presbyterian Field Worker. 


Dear Sirs: 

I want you to know that I feel that you are pub- 
lishing an excellent paper. I admire you and want 
to commend you for your “Good Fight” against 
Moderrism and your staunch defense of the truth 
of God's Inspired Work. Thank God for your 
courage! Keep up the splendid work! May God 
richly bless your work and crown your efforts with 
Minister in the 

Reformed Church of America, 
Holland, Mich. 


Dear Sirs: 

The changes in The Journal have greatly en- 
hanced its attractiveness and | was glad for the 
picture of (the Weaverville Presbyterian) Church 
on the front of the last issue. 


Philadelphia, Pa. 


PULPIT-CHOIR 


CONFIRMATION 
BAPTISMAL 
DOCTORS 


1912 
BENTLEYASIMO 


For Later Years — A Good 
Income — From Today’s 
Gift To Missions 


Yes, you can make a gift to Foreign Missions 
and at the same time make a good investment 
for yourself ... through an Annuity Gift con- 
tract with our Board of World Missions. 


On whatever sum you wish to give to Foreign 
Missions, our Board will make a contract to 
pay you, or whomever you designate, a fixed 
semi-annual income for life, starting at such 
date as you may specify. 


The rate of income depends upon the age of 
the annuitant at the time the payments are 
to start. In general, it compares favorably 
with other high-grade investments. There are 
also certain income tax features which are 
beneficial to the donor. 


We will be glad to explain our Annuity Gift 


Plan in detail and to answer any questions you 
may wish to ask. For full information, write: 


CURRY B. HEARN 
Treasurer 
Or WorLD MIssIONS 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
IN THE U. S. 


P. O. Box 330 Nashville 1, Tenn. 
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‘Lhe 
Ke-xcluded 
Christ 


Revelation 3:20 
By Rev. R. E. Hough, D.D. 


The church of the Laodiceans was not an ordinary 
one. Apparently it had all that it takes to make a 
great church. Most likely it had the best equip- 
ment, the largest congregations, the finest choir and 
the most eloquent and beloved minister of any 
neighboring church. 


According to the popular standard, she had much 
to gratify her pride and to account herself “rich 
and increased in goods” and in need of nothing. She 
had arrived, and was quite happy over her achieve- 
ments, and never ceased to extol her attainments, 
possessions and prospects. Like many today, she 
continually boasted of what “we have’ in assets, 
what “we have done” in service, and how “we have 
grown” in numbers and in public favor. 


The general public acclaimed the church of Lao- 
dicea the most progressive and successful of any in 
the land. She bore the reputation of having the most 
improved methods, the latest plans, and the most 
challenging programs and objectives that the 
Supreme Council of her denomination, or any super- 
agency, could devise. 


Anything that promised “to work,” however 
foreign it might be to the true church life and 
service, was eagerly sought after and added to the 
numerous “projects” already in operation. Nothing 
was excluded—except Christ. She catered to the 
crowd by seeking “to make a fair show in the flesh.”’ 
She flourished as an organization, and to the natural 
eye was fair to behold. 


However, the external appearance does not always 
indicate the true condition. In the case of Laodicea, 
there was a wide divergence between what she 
thought herself to be, and what she was in the sight 
of Him who walked in the midst of “the golden 
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candlesticks” with eyes as a flame of fire. He saw 
her in her true condition, ““wretched, and miserable, 
and poor, and blind, and naked”—in need of every- 
thing necessary for His Church, 


What did Laodicea need? It could not be wealth, 
methods, or organizations. ‘These she had in super- 
abundance. The cause of her miserable state was her 
exclusion of Christ. In the midst of her abundance 
she found no place for Him. She had enough with- 
out Him. So she did not have Him because she 
chose to exclude Him in favor of things which 
gratified the flesh. 


What a tragic scene that was at the door of the 
church of the Laodiceans! There “the Lamb of God, 
for sinners slain” stood unwanted. It was bad 
enough at Bethlehem for there to be “no room in 
the inn” for Him, but the infamy of a self-occupied 
church bearing His name to exclude Him is in- 
calculable and detestible beyond measure. 


No marvel that to Him she was nothing more 
than a lifeless, heartless, loathsome organization 
which He was about to spue out of His mouth. Yet 
her activities and practices as such could not be 
condemned as “bad,” for she performed many worth- 
while services in the community. She was “civic 
minded,” “‘racial conscious,’ and a strong promoter 
of “the brotherhood of man,” and the betterment of 
society in general. 


But the tragedy was that she was anything other 
than what she professed to be, the Church of Christ. 
She was not that, for she had excluded Him. So, 
while the people had enough respectability and 
social consciousness to want a church as a fashionable 
institution, and were willing to support it on a 
magnificent scale, they did not want Christ. They 
were so full of “goods” they had no room for Him. 


Despite the horrible condition of the Laodicean 
church, Christ was unwilling to leave her to her 
folly and fate. Though shamefully treated He had 
not gone away, but stood at her door, as. near as 
she would allow Him, The door serves two purposes, 
it admits as well as excludes. Christ was not in the 
act of departing, but was earnestly seeking admis- 
sion at the one point of entrance. 
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But Christ did more than 
wait. He knocked to indi- 
cate His presence and de- 
sire. He wanted this proud, 
conceited, self-satisfied 
church to know that He 
had not gone beyond her 
reach, if she repented and 
wanted Him back. He did 
even more. He extended a 
yracious invitation. While 
He knocked He said: “If 
any man hear my voice, and 
open the door, | will come 
in to him.” Marv ellous 
yrace. Even in this loath- 
some mass of mere profes- 
sion if any one finds in his 
heart the desire for Christ 
and will open the door, He 
will come in to him with 
all His riches and grace. 
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And upon entrance there 
will ensue the most celizhtful and refreshing fel- 
lowship, for the promise is: “I will sup with him, 
and he with me.” Of all the trusting soul has to 
offer, Christ will graciously partake, and what He, 
in turn, has to bestow will gloriously enrich that 
loving heart. 

But even more, if Christ is admitted He will 
provide “eyvesalve” to enlarge and clarify the vision 
so that spiritual values may be discerned and 
appreciated. The “gold tried in the fire’ and the 
“white raiment’ of Christ’s imparted righteousness. 
And beyond that, He will grant to him the privilege 
of sitting with Him in His throne, even as He also 
overcame and is set down with His Father in His 
throne. Why should anv one wish to exclude such 
a Christ? | 

While today there are many Christ-owned and 
Spirit-directed assemblies of genuine believers, yet 
the awful possibility remains of one “belonging” to 
a thriving organization bearing the name of Christ, 
but trom which He is excluded. 

It may have the appearance of a true church of 
Christ, be blessed with “much goods,” progressive 


ideas, and a minister with ‘“‘a charming personality” 
and a melodious voice like the music of one that 
plays well on an instrument, but if Christ is not the 
heart and soul of it, it is only a poor, dead, nauseous 
conglomeration of things and people. 


‘There can no more be a church in its true mean 
ing without Christ than it is possible for an attrac- 
tive and useful individual to be a Christian without 
first accepting Christ as personal Savior. 


The tragedy today is that too often Christ is 
excluded and earnest souls. are unaware of His 
absence and the extent of the spiritual poverty and 
wretchedness which inevitably follow. 


But the blessed truth remains that any penitent 
individual, however poor and sinful, may open his 
heart with all assurance to Christ. There is no 
condition—though one belongs to an_ apostate 
church, or is a criminal on a cross that can prevent 
Christ from entering and possessing one’s life if one 
really wants Him. 


‘He that hath an ear, let him hear what the 
Spirit saith unto the churches’’—and to him. 


Dees A 
Confirm The Bible? 


Archeology is a great though a rather new 
science to which many scholarly men devote their 
lives with marvelous results. There are many valu- 
able books on the subject, especially those written 
by Bible-believing Christian men. From the nature 
of the case, the findings of these scientists pertain to 
the historical facts as given in the Bible. 


And when these findings agree with accounts as 
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By Harold Houston Leach 


narrated in the Bible they are customarily spoken of 
as “confirming the Bible.” This is a mistaken use to 
make of the findings of archaelogists, whatever 
other values those findings may have. ‘They should 
not be regarded as “confirming the Bible,” for the 
tollowing reasons, just to mention a few: 


(1) God Himself is witness that His word is in- 
spired by the Holy Spirit (2 Tim. 3:16, 17; 2 
Peter 1:21; Ps. 119:152; Lk. 21:33). 
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(2) God’s word was written hundreds and 
hundreds of years before this research was thought 
of or begun. Whenever an agreement between the 
Bible and those findings is found, the real meaning 
is that the Bible shows those findings are correct, 
reliable—never, never that the Bible is confirmed. 


This talk of “confirming the Bible” in this man- 
ner is like it would be if one would take his Water- 
bury watch down to the United States Naval Ob- 
servatory and proceed to show the scientists on duty 
there the correct time! They have the time 
instrumentally from the stars to the hundredth ot a 
second. He who made the stars and has kept them 
in their courses ever since “with the exact precision 
of a most perfect mechanism,” also made the Bible. 
And for us to dig up something from the earth and 
say “it confirms the Bible,” is far, far distant from 
honoring God. Such talk belittles His word. 


(3) Another reason against this practice is that 
the records of those facts as disclosed by the research 
is merely a human record, a human work; whereas 
the Bible is a divine product, though it pleased God 
in unmeasured condescension to usé men in the 
making of it. Is it reasonable to’use a human work 
to prove the correctness of a divine work? Shall | 
take my watch to the observatory to prove the stars 
are keeping the correct time? 


(4) In addition, God the Spirit cannot be re- 
yarded as begetting faith in any sinner from the 
tindings of archaeology, even when these agree with 
the Bible, because the testimony of the Spirit Him- 
self is that “faith cometh by hearing, and hearing 


by the word of God” (Rom. 10:17). 
Moreover, after God the Spirit has used His 


word in causing souls to be born again (G&. from 
above) (John 3:3) He continues to use His word 
for sanctification—‘‘seeing ye have purified your 
souls in obeying the truth through the spirit ... ” 
(1 Peter 1:22). 


(5) The above effort thus to confirm the Bible 
implies the historic passages in the Bible are not 
reliable, are untrustworthy and in need of further 
certainty. ‘This is a method that may prove of high 
value in human courts where one witness may by 
his testimony corroborate that of another witness. 
But this is not needed when “the Judge of all the 
earth” is the witness as He was in giving the Bible. 


. . we acknowledge the inward illumination of 
the Spirit of God to be necessary for the saving 
understanding of such things as are revealed in the 
word; . . .” “Concerning thy testimonies, I have 
known of old that thou hast founded them forever’”’ 


(Ps. 119:152). 


“Heaven and earth shall pass away: but my words 


shall not pass away” (Lk. 21:33). 


“And the world passeth away, and the lust there- 
of: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for- 
ever.” (1 John 2:17). 
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Advantages of 


Presbyterian 
Family Night 


By Rev. J. David Simpson 


Fort Smith, Arkansas 


The fact that at best our children are getting 
from the greater number of our churches only from 
one-half to one hour of religious instruction each 
week, challenges every pastor, church officer, or 
leader, as to what steps can be taken to remedy the 
situation. In reality, it is an extravagant statement 
to make, that the average child gets as much religious 
instruction, strictly speaking, as the above statement 
sets forth. 


There are numbers of churches without Sunday 
Schools, still others with only Sunday School when 
the pastor preaches there, which may be only once a 
month. Then there are churches without a pastor, 
and have been minus a pastor for months, and in 
some instances years. Sunday schools have ceased to 
function in many of such churches. 


In such cases the children are thrown back on 
the homes out of which they have come for their 
only religious instruction. It is only where some 
churches in larger towns or cities have “released 
time” for daily religious instruction in the public 
schools that the afore-mentioned pitiable condition 
has been averted or remedied. 


Also, Daily Vacation Church Schools wherever 
held; plus church sponsored kindergartens, con- 
tribute their helpful part in changing the poverty 
of instruction to our vouth of the vounger ages in 
some of our churches. 


One does not overlook young people’s conferences 
sponsored by our churches in the summer, as they do 
a fine work among the more advanced young people 
of our churches, but their outreach is limited to the 
few that are sent to the conferences. 


Taking the matter realistically the Church, par- 
ticularly Protestantism, has a tremendous challenge 
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to somehow balance off religious instruction to more : 
nearly equal the time given to secular learning. 


It is against a background of this type that the 
“Church Family Night” provides a workable plan 
for giving religious instruction to not only our youth, 
but all ages of the Church, to supplement the re- 
ligious instruction given on Sunday in the Sunday 
School. This plan is not “something new under the 
sun, as it is in operation in numbers of churches 
of different denominations, but the knowledge of 
the degrees of success with which it has met, and 
some of the advantages of this plan over others, 
needs setting forth to the churches that are peculiarly 
adapted to use it. 


The writer can envision how the family night 
properly carried out could solve the rural church 
problem, touching not only instruction, but social 
life and fellowship as well. 


Briefly speaking, here is the plan: all age groups 
of the Church, men, women, young people, and 
children, assemble at the Church on some week 
night, or evening around 6 p.m., preferably Wednes- 


day evening. 


The evening meal is brought to the Church, 
covered-dish fashion, with an appointed hostess and 
her committee to arrange a menu in advance, so that 
the meal will not be unbalanced with too much of 
some one thing, or too little, as the case may be. 


After the meal is eaten, all age groups go to their 
separate classes just as they do on Sunday. Also, 
new literature should be used if at all possible, not 
necessarily literature in quarterly form. 


A wide range of literature is open to any pastor 
who wants to use this plan. Taking the people on a 
‘Through the Bible Course,” or Leadership Train- 
ing Course as provided by our Board of Education 
in Richmond together with supplemental literature 
for the extension of studies from Sunday over into 
the week-day, 


Also, the observance of the seasons of study and 
emphasis for all causes of the Church, such as 
evangelism, stewardship, home missions, and world 
missions. Schools of missions can be used under this 
plan for all ages of the Church. The supper hour 
can be from 6 to 6:45 p.m. 


A devotional may be given of 15 minutes by some 
departmental group of the Church following supper. 
Then the classes of 45 minutes, or an hour in length 
follow. This enables the whole family night to be 
over by 8 p.m. This makes it possible for the family 
night to not be over-burdensome on parents with 
children, as the children can be gotten home for bed, 
or for some lesson preparations for the public school 
the next day, even on the same night that the family 


night is held at the Church. 


In some instances, both men and women have 
met together for their study, and have had something 
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of a discussion forum, or have brought in audio- 
visual instruction for the whole Assembly. This plan 
4s above outlined, generally speaking, has been used 
by the Second Presbyterian Church of Forth Smith, 
of which the writer is pastor. 


The pastor observed the plan working in two 
churches out of the state, and upon assuming this 
pastorate February Ist, he immediately launched into 
this plan. Approximately three-fourths of the mem- 
bership were reached during the winter and spring 
months, and one can see how it was a vast improve- 
ment over the Prayer Meeting usually held on 
Wednesday night. 


To summarize, here are some of the distinct 
advantages of the Family Night Plan for supple- 
mental religious education to all age groups of the 
Church. First, the suggested study of the promotion- 
al causes of the Church is greatly facilitated. Since 
the Church membership is already habited in coming 
together for the Family Night once a week anyway, 
it will not be considered such a hardship, for in- 
stance, to put on a school of missions in a Church 
on this night. 


It will no longer be a case of a few faithful 
women meeting to give book reviews on missions 
with the men “conspicuously absent” from the 
meeting, Ihe women for the most part have been 
giving their excellent reviews to so much polished 
lumber in the sanctuary with young people, children, 
and male adults largely absent. 


The offering taken by the women has been much 
-smaller for missions than they might have been if 
the men had been present at the mission studies, and 
had caught the inspiration from the excellent studies 
of the women, and had participated in these studies. 


Larger and more willingly given would be the 
offerings for special causes if a larger group of the 
membership of our churches were actively participat- 
ing in these seasons of study of special causes. 


Aside from the opportunity of general supple- 
mental religious instruction to all age groups which 
could not be crowded into the church school on Sun- 
day, the Church has the further opportunity of 
leadership training courses which could be used by 
having classes of all these willing to take these 
courses, 


The leadership training department in Richmond, 
Va., has, of course, these studies arranged in all 
tields adaptable to the local Church and its needs. 
‘Then there are the special seasons for the promotion- 
al causes to be studied in the Church and supple- 
mental offerings made. 


Stewardship, evangelism, Bible courses, and mis- 
sions both home and foreign come up for study and 
emphasis during the Church year. Im fact, the 
whole program of the Church can be channeled 
through “Family Night” so as to reach every depart- 
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ment and age group of the Church. Once this plan 
is started, it will strangely enough almost carry 
itself along. 


In city churches, where the plan is in some in- 
stances being used, the paid hostess of the Church 
prepares the meal for all who made reservation for 
the supper in advance, and the covered-dish idea is 
not always used. 


But in small town churches and in rural churches, 
the covered-dish plan seems best with an appointed 
hostess by the month to plan the menu and direct 
the serving at the supper. 


The fellowship of the occasion is of incalcuable 
worth to the church besides the many other specific 
advantages for the carrying forward of the program 
of the Church as recommended by our General 
Assembly. Many churches are having a monthly 
“Family Night,” but the advantages are much the 
greater to have it once each week instead of once 
a month. 
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Sabbath School Lessons 


LESSON FOR SEPTEMBER 24 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Paul, World Evangelist 


Scripture: Acts 16:9-15; 17:22-31; II Corin- 
thians 11:22, 12:10. Devotional Reading: I Corin- 


thians 2:1-13. 


In studying the life of James there was a scarcity of material, for the Scripture does not tell us very 
much about him. When we come to Saul of Tarsus and Paul, world evangelist, there is an overwhelming 
abundance of material for he is the best known, and, I am convinced, the most outstanding character of the 
New Testament, outside, of course, of the character of our Divine Savior and Lord. 


As the great missionary, church organizer, the- 
ologian or writer, he stands at the head of the whole 
list of disciples and apostles. No other mere man 
had such an influence upon the doctrine and polity 
and life of the Church as this man. Like Moses in 
the Old ‘Testament he is a giant among men both 
on account of his ability and training and his service 
to the world. Moses’ work was mainly for his own 
people, although his influence has been felt by the 
whole world: Paul the Jew ministered largely to 
the whole Gentile world, and influenced the entire 
civilized world of his and all time. 


In our Devotional Reading we have the explana- 
tion of his greatness: he was a Christ-centered man. 
For I determined not to know anything among you 
save Jesus Christ and him crucified. He was a man 
whose one great passion was to tell the world the 
glorious story of salvation through faith in a cruci- 
fied and risen Savior. | heard a man say his chief 
objection to young preachers, he was not of our 
denomination, was that they had nothing to tell you. 
He said, after hearing an older preacher who visited 
the church, “He preached like my daddy used to 
preach. When I hear young preachers I often have 
to puzzle my brains to know what they mean” (or 
words like these). Is it possible that we are degen- 
erating in the kind of “essay-writers’’ who preached 
in England just before the Revival under Whitefield 
and the Wesleys? | am sure of one thing: we need a 
revival of simple Gospel preaching, both among the 
young and old. 


Is not the greatness of Paul in the clear and 
simple message which he brought, not trying to 
astonish or mystify his hearers by flights of oratory 
or philosophical discussions, in the wisdom of men, 
but always telling the marvelous story of redemption 
through His blood and the forgiveness of sin? God 
forbid that I should glory save in the cross. He was 
taught of the Spirit and preached in the power of 
the Spirit. Is not this the secret of the success of 
men like Billy Graham? The world of sinners is 
still hungry for the Gospel message told by men 
who believe in it with all their heart and soul. Paul 
was the first and the greatest of all our evangelists. 


‘The account of his conversion and call as we find 
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it in Acts 9, and in the other places where he retold 
it, ought to be studied as a background for our 
lesson today. (We take up his account of this as 
related to Festus and Agrippa later in the lesson) 
The conversion of Saul of Tarsus, next to the 
resurrection and the outpouring of the Spirit at 
Pentecost, is the most important event in the history 
of the early church. 


l. Into Macedonia: Acts 16:9-15 


Paul and Barnabas, on their first missionary 
journey had gone through Cyprus and into Asia 
Minor. Paul’s intention of pushing on into Asia 
proper was blocked by the Holy Spirit and coming 
down to lroas he saw the vision of the man ot 
Macedonia saying, ‘Come over into Macedonia and 
help us.” This was the beginning of his great work 
in Greece, the center of world culture at that time. 
The turning of Paul into Europe instead of Asia is 
one of the decisive events in the history of the 
Church and of world missions. 


It would be well to trace his journeys from one 
city to another in the provinces of Macedonia and 
Achaia and his experiences in these cities. The 
usual thing for Paul was to approach the Jews and 
begin his work in the synagogue, if there was one, 
and later reach the Gentiles. “The Jews as a whole 
rejected the message and began persecution, especial- 
ly when the Gentiles were brought in and welcomed 
the Gospel. In many of these cities he established 
churches to which he laier wrote epistles. 


His sermon on Mars Hill i, taken as a sample ot 
his work, but it is probably the least successful of 
all his eftorts. Athens was an intellectual and 
idolatrous center where the people were more in- 
terested in seeing and hearing new things than in 
their spiritual welfare. “They were what one might 
call “tne up and out’’ class, the hardest class in the 
world to reach because of their high estimate of 
their own “wisdom.” ‘The men af Athens were 
curious and tolerant, but hardened by their own 
intellectual attainments. he simple Gospel message 
did not appeal to them. Paul tries to approach 
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Young People’s Department 


Vesper Topics For October: 


By Rev. W. G. Foster, D.D. 


Living Up to My Best 


During these first three Sunday evenings of October we are going to be using for our program theme 


the general topic “Living Up to My Best.” 


behavior that are very much a part of our life today. 


dating and dishonesty in the class room. 


When you and I as Christian young people think 
about living up to our best, we need to remember 
that we are not talking alone about living up to our 
best from the standpoint of cultivating our normal 
lives, but we are thinking also of developing our 
highest spiritual effectiveness in behalf of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Living up to our best means our best 
for His highest. 

October 1: So You Talked Yourself Into It 


Introduction 


We shall think about living up to our best in three areas ot 


These areas will be in the realm of social drinking, 


Old man Barnum of circus fame used to say, 
“You can fool some of the people all of the time 
and all of the people some of the time,” and got 
rich proving his statement was true. All of us 
are familiar with many hoaxes that have been pulled 
in the world of amusement to make suckers of some 
people, but no outside hoax has ever made a bigger 
sucker of you and me than we have ourselves. 

Deep inside us there are two powers always at 
work. One is that strange, drawing power that 


them in a very tactful and appropriate manner, 
beginning with the altar to the “Unknown God,” 
and declaring that he came to reveal the truth about 
Him. In his sermon on Mars Hill when he came to 
the resurrection, some mocked; others said, We will 
hear thee again, but the response was disappointing. 
But even in skeptical and mocking Athens there 
were a few who believed. We read of no church, 
however, begun in this proud and “wise” city, and 
Paul was doubtless having them in mind when he 
said “not many wise’ are called. The apostle seems 
to be greatly disappointed by the results in Athens. 
Is it possible that, he, an intellectual giant, was a 
little too confident in his own persuasive powers? 
When he goes from Athens to Corinth he appears to 
be humbled by his apparent failure at Athens, and 
comes to the Corinthians in weakness, fear and 
trembling. In this latter, very wicked city he had 
wonderful success and established one of his strong- 
est churches. All of us need to realize our own in- 
sufficiency, and our absolute dependence upon the 
Holy Spirit for guidance and power. 


Il. His Story, Told to Festus, 
Agrippa: Acts 26 


Paul never tired of telling the wonderful story 
of his conversion. It was his testimony for his Lord, 
and it was worth telling. Many another man has 
used the story of his conversion with marked success. 
There is something about a personal experience that 
appeals to people. In their day the story of Billy 
Sunday, Gipsy Smith or Mel ‘Trotter was usually 
their greatest sermon. 


Space does not permit our going into this story. 
The result, as well known, was most remarkable. 
‘Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian,” 
exclaimed King Agrippa: Not almost, but altogether, 
cried Paul! God had promised him that he should 
bear witness before “kings,” and this was a golden 
opportunity for the “world evangelist.” The king 
acquitted him and said that he could have been set 
at liberty if he had not already appealed to Caesar. 
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Ill. His Sufferings, Visions and 
Revelations: II Cor. 11:22 - 12:10. 

“IT will show him how great things he must 
suffer” had been part of the message delivered to 
Saul when he was converted. He had caused others 
to suffer: he had made havoe of the church, per- 
secuting the Christians, mad in his desire to stamp 
out this “‘sect.”” He had consented to the atoning of 
Stephen and held the garments of those who stoned 
him. He was to experience terrible suffering. In 
verses 23-27 of chapter 11 we read: “In labors more 
abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more 
frequent, in deaths oft. Of the Jews five times re- 
ceived | forty stripes save one. Thrice was I| beaten 
with rods, once was | stoned. ‘Thrice I suffered 
shipwreck, a day and a night | have been in the deep. 

In this chapter we find him “glorying” in his 
persecutions and infirmities and hardships: in Chap. 
12 we find him “glorying” in his visions and 
revelations. “| knew a man in Christ above 14 years 
ago, (whether in the body; or whether out of the 
body, I cannot tell: God knoweth); such an one 
caught up to the third heaven ... caught up into 
paradise, and heard unspeakaeble words, which it is 
not lawful for a man to utter. Of such an one will 
glory.” 

Then follows the account of the “thorn in the 
Hesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest | 
should be exalted above measure.” 

As we read these words we get the picture of a 
mighty man of God, one of the “giants” of earth. 


._If any mere man could or should have the first 


place in the Church, then Paul, not Peter is certain- 
ly that man. But Paul, like Peter would have turned 


.in horror from such a thought. Paul calls himself the 


least of the apostles, not worthy to be called an 
apostle, because he had persecuted the Church. He 
was a great sinner, as was Peter, both saved by the 
grace of God. Let us never for one moment exalt 
even the greatest of men to the place reserved for 
our Lord, Who is the Head of the Church. 

As the greatest of world evangelists, Paul holds a 
place of honor. 
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leads us on into sin and evil. It is seen in the way 
we resent demands of God on our lives and we seem 
to think following God is no fun. But when we 
see something sensual and sexy we are drawn to it 
and think it means a lot of fun. And the other 
power is a strange readiness to find reason or 
excuse to justify whatever we may do and make it 
seem right, though actually we know it is wrong. 


In other words, all of us have a tendency to evil 
and a tendency to talk ourselves into doing evil and 
excusing ourselves for having done it. Until we 
learn to beat these two tendencies within us, we will 
find life will give us a beating. 


Scripture Lesson: James 1:16-27 


Our committee has suggested we use as the theme 
of our program, “Deceiving Ourselves,” taken from 
James 1:22. I know of no better way to see this 
thing of deceiving ourselves than to study the entire 
paragraph in the Epistle of James on the question 
of how we make suckers of ourselves. 

l. Being Deceived About God: IT. 16-21 

a. God is gracious - V. 17. 

b. God gives life - V. 18. 

c. God demands holiness - V. 19-21. 


2. Being Deceived About Ourselves: |’. 22-25 


a. Self deceived hearing - V. 22. 
b. Absent-minded hearing - V. 23-25. 


3. Being Deceived About Religion: V’. 26-27 
a. True religion produces self-control - V. 26. 


b. True religion produces useful life - V. 27a. 
c. True religion produces purity of life - V. 27b. 


APPLYING THE LESSON 

This Scripture lesson is interesting because it hits 
several spots in which thousands and thousands of 
people today are deceiving themselves. Chose one 


of these trouble spots and apply to your own group. 
Here are two or three suggested. 


Many people today have fooled themselves into 
believing a person becomes a Christian by trying to 
be good, by seeking to keep the Commandments and 
by joining the church and being religious. And then 


they feel if they sincerely do this as well as other 
people do, they are Christians on their way to 
heaven. 


This is the way our hearts deceive us. 


For the truth is we become Christians by being 
born again through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and we are really Christians only when we give the 
testimony in James 1:17-18, that every good thing 
comes down from heaven above and that the best 
thing was when God “of His own will gave us lite 
through the Word of Truth.” 


Another way in which many people are being 
deceived today is through thinking because they 
were born in America and by training and law 
have had to live a more upright and civilized life 
than the Hottentots of Africa, they are thereby 
automatically Christian and better than other people. 
In Chapter 1 Verses 22-25, James reminds us when 
we hear the Word of God and do nothing but 
presume it doesn’t apply to us, or when we merely 
listen and it goes in one ear and out the other, we 
are pagan and the Word of God has had no effect 


on us and has no promises for us. 


Another way in which people are deceived is in 
following the idea that as long as we do not become 
criminals and drunks, we have a right to follow 
practices that have become socially acceptable. It is 
alright to do a little social drinking. It is alright to 
do a little gambling. It is alright to do a little 
petting. But James reminds us that those who are 
true children of God are those so yielded to the 
Lord Jesus Christ that they have a self-control. that 
keeps their lives separated from every un-Christian 
and questionable thing, that keeps them from doing 
anything that would mar their usefulness and testi- 
mony, and that puts into their lives only things 
which unquestionably make for purity of thought, 
word and deed. 


SUGGESTIONS 


This unit theme is tremendously important in the 
light of of the behavior pattern of the world today. 
Study carefully this Scripture lesson and work in a 
discussion that will give your group a chance to 
express itself on these things. 
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Florence Root Remained In Kwanju, 
Is Still Unreported, Missionary Says 


Miss Florence Root, Southern Presbyterian mis- 
sionary to Korea, remained in Kwanju after the 
town was evacuated by U. N. forces and her where- 
abouts are still unknown, a missionary in Japan re- 
ported to The Journal this week. 


Other missionaries still in Korea at Pusan include 
the Rev. and Mrs. W. A. Linton, Mr. and Mrs. 
Petrie Mitchell, and Dr. Herbert Codington. 


Connected with the Osaka General Hospital on 
a temporary basis, according to the report, are Dr. 
and Mrs. Paul S. Crane, Dr. and Mrs. Ovid B. 
Bush, and Miss Gene N. Lindler. 


A number of younger missionaries to Korea now 
in Japan will attend a language school which has 
been established at Karuizawa, Japan. All Protes- 
tant missions for Korea are expected to have mis- 
sionaries participating. he Southern Presbyterian 
mission will have, among others, the following at- 
tending: 


The Rev. and Mrs. R. K. Robinson, the Rev. 
and Mrs. E. L. Daniel, Miss Mariella Talmadge, 
Miss Elizabeth McNeill, and Mrs. Herbert Cod- 


ington. 


There is a large Korean population now in Japan, 
many refugees, and the following missionaries are 
reported to be working among them: 


The Rev. and Mrs. E. T. Boyer, the Rev. and 
Mrs. John Talmadge, the Rev. and Mrs. Bruce 
Cumming, Miss Ada McMurphy, Miss Willie Bur- 
nice Greene, Miss Louise Miller, Miss Janet Crane, 
and Miss Lena Fontaine. 


As this goes to press, the report of the missionary 
concerning Miss Root is still the only account avail- 
able. Miss Root evidently elected to stay in Kwanju 
after the military requested all missionaries to eva- 
cuate to Pusan. Friends of Miss Root offer the be- 
lief she eluded Communist troops, probably going 
into the hills where she is reported to have friends 
among the natives. 


Lyles Appointed 
Davidson College 
Y.M.C.A. Director 


Davipson, N. C.—President John R. Cunning- 
ham, of Davidson College, today announced the ap- 
pointment of John S. Lyles, Chester, 5. C., as exe- 
cutive secretary of the Davidson Y.M.C.A, for the 
coming school year. 


Succeeding the Rev. William R. Smith, now pas- 
tor of the Buchanan (Va.) Presbyterian Church, 
Lyles began work at Davidson Sept. 1. 
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Chureh News 


Texas Presbytery 
To Meet Sept. 12 


The presbytery of Mid-Texas will convene in 
the First Presbyterian Church of San Angelo, Tex., 
Tuesday, September 12, at 9:30 a.m., it has been 
announced by R. K. McCall, stated clerk. 


Youth For Christ Gears 


For European Evangelism 
Chicago, I1l—One hundred fifty United States 


and Canadian delegates, returning from the World 
Congress of Evangelism of Youth for Christ Inter- 
national at Brussels, Belgium, July 30 to August 6, 
brought to their rallies and churches a common 
challenge. Europe must be evangelized now. 


The delegates heard reports from college teamis 
who had been conducting evangelistic services in 
Europe since June, and from representatives of 
twenty-six countries. Most of them joined small 
deputation groups after the congress, and headed 
for halls, churches and street corners in a dozen 
different European nations. They saw first-hand 
the teeming millions of Europe who have never been 


reached with the Gospel. 


There are only about one-third as many full-time 
Christian workers in Belgium as there are mission- 
aries in the Belgian Congo. Countries like France 
have hundreds of communities with no evangelical 
witness of any kind. All of Europe’s people bend 
beneath the fear of another war. Bewildered, they 
do not know which way to turn. 


Street meetings throughout the continent, held by 
teams from the conference drew thousands of curious 
and concerned listeners. Youth for Christ was 
granted the first permit for an open-air meeting in 
Brussels, following the riots, and held it in a large 
public square where only hours before a feverish 
last demonstration had been held. 


Halls and churches also drew multitudes to hear. 
In Brussels, Youth for Christ representatives held 
what many call the largest Gospel rally ever seen by 
that nation. It was held in the Sports Palace, 
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Belgium’s leading indoor arena, and resulted in 
many professed conversions. Nightly meetings in 
another auditorium during the week reaped scores 
more. Gil Dodds ran and gave his testimony at the 
Sports Palace meeting. 


The congress voted to make January 1, 1951, a 
day of prayer among all Youth for Christ rallies. 
It laid plans for sending additional evangelistic 
teams to the continent, and for strengthening local 
Youth for Christ rallies in the various countries. 


Plans are being made for another congress in 
Europe next summer. 


Jackson Supplies 
In Waycross Church 


The Rev. Bertram G. Jackson, of Penney Farms, 
Fla., former pastor of the Norwood Presbyterian 
Church of Chicago, Ill., filled the pulpit of the Rev. 
Marion G. Bradwell at Waycross Presbyterian 
Church, Waycross, Ga., during August. 


Wemens Work 


EDITED BY MRS. R. T. FAUCETTE 


CHURCH WOMAN’S CALENDAR 
September 1950 


Church-wide Emphasis: Church Loyalty 


and Education. 
Religious Education Season. 


Official Study Book: BESIDE THE 
HEARTHSTONE. 


Circle Program: Bible Study - Daniel's 
Prayer, Daniel 9:3-23. 


Monthly Emphasis: Education in the Local 
Church 


Preparation For Group Conferences 


Appalachia Synodical To 
Meet In Knoxville. Tenn. 

Due to the polio situation in Wytheville. Va.. 
the 36th annual meeting of the Women of the 
Church of Appalachia Synod will meet in the First. 
Presbyterian Church of Knoxville, Tenn., rather 
than in the Wytheville Church. The meeting opens 
September 26 and runs through September 28. 


An Enriching Fellowship 


Just two had met together that day, having with- 
drawn from the crowd, and communed about things 
that concerned their hearts, when “Jesus Himself 
drew near” to them. It was a fulfilment of the 
promise He made to His disciples ‘where two or 
three are gathered together in my name, there am 
I in the midst of them.”’ 
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This experience of the two disciples on the first 
Easter day is being repeated in many places in the 
Church of Christ in our day. Wouldn’t you like to 
be in a company to which “Jesus himself drew 
near?” 

Small fellowship or cell groups have sprung up in 
countless places in the East and in a few places in 
our own Church. ‘Those who are members of these 
fellowship groups testify convincingly of God's 
blessing. To hear them is to know that “Jesus him- 
self drew near’ to them and satisfied heart needs, 
has pointed the way in service that is extending the 
Kingdom’s work, and added new power to their 
witness. 

All that it takes for such a fellowship to be 
created is two or more people agreed in their desire 
for some fuller experience of grace in their own 
lives and for enriched service to those right in their 
own midst who have spiritual needs. Some fellow- 
ship groups are coming into being among women 
where there is a concern of spiritual growth—for a 
more vital and satisfying Christian experience, for 
themselves and for individuals who are in their 
church. 

The fellowship group is as a spiritual “boomer- 
ang —the group meets with desires on their hearts, 
they look into the Word to get direction from God 
and they pray for those whom they would help, and 
things happen in answer to their praying, but the 
biggest manifestation of power is in the lives of 
those who pray. They are changed within, and like 
Moses of old, their faces shine and they know it 
not, but people are taking knowledge of them that 
they have been with Jesus. 


The first Wednesday of each month has 
been set aside by supporters of The Southern 
Presbyterian Journal as a day of prayer and 
fasting for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit 
on our Church and nation in revival of a stead- 
fast faith and belief in the Lord Jesus Christ 
as the only Savior of a lost world. From time 
to time, prayer objectives will be sent out from 
THE JOURNAL office. This action was in- 
cluded in resolutions adopted by a group of 
Journal supporters meeting in Weaverville 


August 16. 
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Evangelize - Give - Live” 


“Pray - 
Theme Of Fall Group Conferences 


One of the important events in the autumn cal- 
endar of Presbyterian Church women is the meeting 
of women throughout a district in the annual group 
conference. ‘The presiding officer of the meeting is 
the district chairman, who carries the responsibility 
for the meeting, the program and general arrange- 
ments. 


Wings For The Soul 


A Woman's Prayer 


O Lord, who knowest every need of mine, 
Help me to bear each cross and not repine; 
Grant me fresh courage every day, 
Help me to do my work alway 

Without complaint! 


Q Lord, Thou knowest well how dark the way, 
(juide Thou my footsteps, lest they stray; 
(jive me fresh faith for every hour, 
Lest | should ever doubt Thy power 
And make complaint! 


Give me a heart, O Lord, strong to endure, 
Help me to keep it simple, pure, 
\Iake me unselfish, helpful, true 
In every act, whate’er | do, 
And keep content! 


Help me to do my woman’s share, 
\Make me courageous, strong to bear 
Sunshine or shadow in my life! 
Sustain me in the daily strife 
To keep content! 
—Author Unknown. 
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This vear the program that will be used in the 
406 group conferences held throughout our Church 
centers in the theme, “Let Us Go Forth from Our 
Knees for Christ.” The emphases are given in this 
terse form: “Pray, Evangelize, Give, Live.” The 
program was prepared, at the request of the Board 
of Women’s Work, by a group of women in the 


Synod of Arkansas. 
Each of the four Boards of the Church (Board 


of Women’s Work not included in that number, of 
course) is helping to make these conferences success- 
ful, by sending to each presbyterial chairman repre- 
senting that Board up-to-the-minute information 
which she will give to the conference. The Chairman 
of Stewardship will receive information from the 
General Council through the Rev. B. S$. Hodges Jr. 
who carries responsibility for Stewardship in that 
Council Staff. Thus, every woman attending her 
group conference this fall will have opportunity to 
get current information about the entire work of the 
Church, and in addition will have an experience in 
spiritual growth which will enable her to go forward 
in her church work with greater devotion, encourage- 
ment and effectiveness. 


With the entire Church focusing on Evangelism 
throughout this year, emphasizing Church Loyalty 
on September 24+ (Rally Day), and observing other 
significant occasions later in the fall, surely Women 
of the Church throughout the entire Assembly will 
vive peculiar attention to the call that comes from 
district chairmen to be present at the group con- 
ferences, for which so much planning and praying 
has already been given. 


A New Booklet 


Pray Without Ceasing, Helps to Intercession, by 
Andrew Murray. 


The booklet contains material for thirty-one days. 
The following “Pray Without Ceasing” paragraphs 
are taken from the introductory pages of that book- 
let and suggest the richness of thought and purpose 
behind this small volume. 


Pray without Ceasing. Who can do this? How 
can one do it who is surrounded by the cares of 
daily life? How can a mother love her child with- 
out ceasing? How can the eyelid without ceasing 
hold itself ready to protect the eve? How can | 
breathe and feel and hear without ceasing? Because 
all these are the functions of a healthy, natural life. 
And so, if the spiritual life be healthy, under the full 
power of the Holy Spirit, praying without ceasing 
will be natural. 


lf at first you do not feel any special urgency or 
faith or power in your prayers, let not that hinder 
vou. Quietly tell your Lord Jesus of your feebleness ; 
believe that the Holy Spirit is in you to teach you 
to pray, and be assured that if you begin, God will 
help you. God cannot help you unless you begin and 
keep on. 
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Book Reviews 


Books reviewed or advertised in The Journal may be ordered 
from The Southern Presbyterian Journal Book Department, 
Weaverville, N. C 


The John E. Payton Lectures 


CHRIST, THE BREAD OF LIFE, by Will- 
tam Childs Robinson. Wm. B. Eerdmans Publish- 
ing House. $2.50. For some years Dr. William C. 
Rolpinson, professor of Columbia Theological Sem- 
inaty, has been enriching the Southern Presbyterian 
Church through his literary productions. This Pro- 
fessor of Historical Theology is gifted in presenting 
profound scholarship with a clarity that grips the 
average Christian leader. With the same ability and 
discrimination that have made his former works so 
valuable, Dr. Robinson now gives us another volume 
of lectures, The subject of these addresses is 


“Christ, the Bread of Life.’’ 


These six lectures constitute the introduction of 
the “John E. Payton Lectures,” delivered at Fuller 
Theological Seminary, at Pasadena, California. This 
lectureship was inaugurated to emphasize “the 
uniqueness or confirmation of the historical faith, 
the confutation of non-Christian or sub-Christian 
views, and the formulation of Christian doctrines.” 
The initial lecturer is a representative of one of our 
older theological seminaries gifted with the ability to 
communicate the best in southern theological thought 
to one of the newer theological seminaries of 
America. 


Dr. Robinson employs the title of this book to 
stress the fact that for every Christian believer 
Christ is the Bread of life and without Him sinners 
are lost, undone, without hope and without God. To 
put the thought in his words, ““As we feed upon 
Christ, God blesses our souls. As we invite others 
to come to the Gospel Table we teach them what 
they need to know in order to be saved, and God 
feeds them also upon Christ, the Bread of life . 

He is the Bread from heaven for our hungry hearts 

. This thesis is elaborated and supported in these 
Payton Lectures.” Incisively and compellingly Dr. 
Robinson points out that in the spiritual world our 
choice is between Christ, the Bread of life, or 
spiritual starvation and eternal death. 

“Immanuel: The Clue to Life’s Meaning” is the 
arresting theme of the first lecture. Here we are 
shown that Christ is peace for the heart and in the 
gospel we have God coming into our human life 
and standing where we stand in order to meet us 
and to face our problems with us. The author re- 
marks, ““As we come face to face with Jesus Christ, 


this sense of frustration disappears. Life is no longer 
futile. It has a purpose and a meaning. Christ is the 
clue to the meaning of life . . . . The Good Book is 
the book of Immanuel, the story of how the Lord 
God came to be with His people. This is the pear! 
of great price, the hidden treasure, the gospel nugget. 
‘The presence of the Lord is the blessedness of the 
Christian faith.” 

“The Savior of Sinners” is a moving lecture 
which has as its main thrust “the pardon for the 
conscience.”’ Dr. Robinson reminds us that Euro- 
peans have designated this age as one “of the guilt, 
conscience.’”’ Man is unable to go back and erase 
even a single line of his past, and he therefore 
stands in need of justification. After showing man’s 
inability to escape the sense of guilt by the accusa- 
tion of others, he writes, “In the face of every form 
of escape mechanism the Church proclaims God's 
accusation against man, the certainty of His judg- 
ment, and above all the forgiveness of sins.”’ Thus 
the Lamb of God is demonstrated to be the only 
Bread of life for the inward anguish of conscience. 
To express it in the lecturer’s words, “Only as God 
for Christ’s sake forgives us do we forgive ourselves 

. Sinner, it is Christ alone, His cross alone, 
sola cruce. Simply to Thy Cross we cling. There is 
no other bread for the conscience. Here we hold, 
because here we are held. God forbid that I should 
glory save in the Cross of Christ!” 


“The Lord of All’ is the penetrating subject of 
the third lecture. This chapter undertakes to show 
that man needs direction for his perverted will, and 
this direction must be given through Christ, the 
Lord of all. Dr. Robinson believes “If we have the 
faith by which we entrust ourselves wholly to God 
in Christ for salvation, we shall also have an 
answering love that elicits our purposeful obedi- 
ence.” This is a challenging chapter. It makes us 
ashamed of partial loyalty and inspires us to a 
fresh committal to Christ for life and death. 


One of the most illuminating lectures is on “God 
Incarnate for Suffering Men.” It deals with the 
problem of pain. Dr. Robinson asks, “Has the 
Church an answer to this chorus of suffering and 
heartache which is rising from every home?” He 
answers it in the affirmative: “Blessed be God, she 
has. To the suffering man she offers the suffering 
Savior. For the torn in body, for the shocked in 
mind, for the broken in heart, the gospel presents 
God who became incarnate that He might suffer 
with us and for us in our human flesh.” Dr. 
Robinson brings this lecture to a climax in these 
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comforting werds, “The Christ who pierced the 
mystery of the tomb rose again from the dead and 
ascended to the Right Hand of the Father where 
He ever liveth to intercede for us. There His under- 
standing heart, His unceasing prayers, His constant 
grace, keep our faith from failing and carry onward 
the Church of God until that day when He shall 
appear a second. time apart from sin unto salvation.” 

Depicting the story of the living God stooping in 
love and mercy to save fallen man, Dr. Robinson 
calls his fifth lecture “The Word Became Flesh.” 
The salient point stressed here is that Christ is the 
Bread of life in that He is “‘poised for the mind.”’ 
He accepts Robert Browning’s thesis that the ac- 
knowledgment of God in Christ accepted by the 
reason ‘‘solves for thee all questions in the earth and 
out of it.” The writer interprets the Incarnation to 
include the fact that Christ becoming flesh means 
“that our Lord freely made Himself co-responsible 
for our sin... . assuming the penalty of the guilty 
that He might suffer under the burden of total sin 
and misery. Since He did make Himself responsible 
for our sins, Christ sustained as a man in our flesh 
the judgment of God.” ‘This lecture is very 
valuable in the field of Christology. It is positive 
and convincing. It has little patience with half- 
truths, ambiguities, or wavering convictions. Here 
at the center of the faith the author pleads for a 


Christian certitude that “makes the pulpit a flame 
and the pew a power.”’ 


The concluding lecture is beautiful and tender. 
It develops with fine discernment the theme, “7 he 
Shepherd and His Flock.’ Dr. Robinson shows in 
this lecture that Christ is the Bread of life in that 
He affords “power for the fellowship.” The fallacy 
of trying to separate the faith from the fellowship 
is pointed out. Dr. Robinson rightly observes, “We 
do not accept Christ as an isolated individual, we 
accept Him with His Body as the instrument of 
His activity in the world. Christ, the first fruits, 
and they that are the Messiah’s belong together.’’ 
Some fine thoughts are given on the subject of 
Christian unity, Dr. Robinson is persuaded that the 
unity of the Church is not in earthly organization 
but in her heavenly Head. “It is not horizontal, it 
is vertical.”’ He agrees with Brunner who said, “The 
unity of the Church does not necessarily mean a 
unity of ecclesiastical organization and government. 
To suppose that this aspect belongs of necessity to 
the unity of the Church is the consequence of con- 
fusing the people of God with an ecclesiastical 
institution, a confusion which is typical of the 
Romish conception of the Church and has come to 
prevail also in Protestant ‘Churches’ ... Unity is 
not uniformity.” Dr. Robinson recognizes that 
Rome’s notion that Christ is only where the Church 
is, is something quite different from the viewpoint 
of Protestantism which teaches that the Church is 
where Christ is. 

Evangelical Christians will find these lectures 
with solid theological thought combined with 
memorable illustrations both inspiring and informa- 
tive. We need today what Dr. Robinson offers in 


SEPTEMBER 6. 1950 


these Payton Lectures. Preachers will discover an 
abundance of homiletical stimulation, and laymen 
will read these messages with keen delight and 
substantial profit. —John R. Richardson. 


DAILY FOOD FOR CHRISTIANS, American 
Tract Society. A promise and another Scriptural 
portion with a verse or hymn for every day in the 
vear. 


OUR DAILY TRIALS, How to Bear Them, 
American Tract Society. ‘This helpful little book 
was recently reprinted chapter by chapter in The 
Sunday School Times. It helps to meet the need 
of Christian people in the presence of difficulty and 
trouble. 


WHEN FOR THE TRUTH, by Thornwell 
Jacobs. Walker, Evans, Cogswell Company. $3.75. 
This story of Reconstruction days in South Caro- 
lina is told in novel form by the gifted author of 
Red Lantern on St. Michael's. 


When For the Truth covers more generally the 
conditions which prevailed in the entire state of 
South Carolina in that period of its history when the 
state was being devoured by a ravenous mixture of 
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New interest is shown, greater attend- 
ance is gained, and the Bible is used, 
when schools begin teaching STAND- 
ARD Graded or Uniform lessons. Ex- 
amine Standard lesson quarterlics— 
weekly papers—home magazine. They 
are all true to the Bible, attractive, 
interesting, and reasonably priced. 
Write for Uniform or Graded samples 
for your department. 
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